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be deprived of all supervision and control over the quantity of goods not strictly contraband of war imported into the District, that it will require not only the greatest vigilance to prevent these goods from being forwarded as supplies to the enemy, but a greater force thoroughly to close my exterior lines than the exigencies of the service elsewhere would now allow to be detailed for this purpose.
Medical supplies, for instance, are not contraband of war by the circular of the Treasury Department dated November 23rd, 1864. If no military permit is required for the importation of these articles into Norfolk, the collectors of the different ports of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, and Boston may allow to be shipped any quantity of these articles to the port of Norfolk.
Neither of these officers knowing what quantity has been permitted to be shipped from either of the other ports, has any knowledge by which he could limit or regulate the supply; but if a military permit is previously required from the Commanding General here, he has the means of determining at a glance whether or not the amount desired is disproportionate to the wants of the District.
In practice, the application of every dealer for the importation of such supplies has not been granted until it has first been referred to the Medical Director of the District, and there endorsed with his certificate that the amounts applied for are not greater than are necessary for the legitimate supply of the regular customers of the applicant.
It is easy to limit the quantity of such supplies allowed to come in to the port; it is extremely difficult, not to say impossible, when an excessive amount is allowed to come in, to prevent some of it finding its way into the rebel lines.
Not more than one-tenth part of salted provisions for which application has been made for importation into the port of Norfolk has been permitted at these Head Quarters, yet the quantity permitted is believed to have been amply sufficient to supply the legitimate wants of the District. * These illustrations could be extended almost indefinitely, but I have referred to them only for the purpose of showing that the abatement made in the communication of Mr. Hudson, that the military permit was issued only to collect the tax of one per cent, was made by him in entire ignorance of the necessity or the reason for such a regulation.
The tax of one per cent is collected at Fort Monroe by an